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Thank you, Dave.  I am delighted to be here for this conference. This is an exciting time with lots 
of different health care justice fights on your agenda today.  Every one needs a stronger single 
payer movement. 
 
Mark was on UHCAN’s national call last week to tell folks from many different organizations 
about this conference, and we’ll be inviting him back on our next call to tell everyone what 
happened here.  All the parts of the HCJ movement need to know about the work the groups at 
this conference are doing.  What you do here matters to all of us. 
 
UHCAN always pays a lot of attention to connections.  Mostly we talk about connecting the 
various parts of this big, complex movement for HCJ that’s going on everywhere. For the past 
few months, however, we’ve been paying more attention to another connection, the 
connection of the HCJ movement to all the other fights for justice.  It’s something we always 
say, but never focused on as much as we should.  
 
The Moral Mondays Movement is a special fight that has its roots in the South, in North 
Carolina, and is spreading around the country. It’s a broad coalition, what Rev. Barber, the 
President of the NAACP of NC calls a “fusion coalition,” against the attacks on democracy and 
on people’s lives, especially in the South.  Over 1,000 people have been arrested there in their 
weekly actions at the Statehouse over the past year. 
 
Mark asked me to tell you about the Moral Week of Action which is going on right now.  It hits 
at what the Governors and state legislatures are doing, with a focus around a different issue 
each day.   
 
Yesterday, Day 1 was labor rights, fair and living wages and economic justice.  Then education 
and criminal justice.  Then equal protection under the law regardless of race, creed, class, 
gender, sexual orientation, and immigration status.  Then a special Youth Moral Monday.  Then 
a day to focus on women’s rights.  This Wednesday, it’s Medicaid Expansion, Health Care and 
Environmental Justice.  The big closing action is on the right to vote.  Vote Your Dreams, Not 
Your Fears.   
 
It looks to a lot of us like the Moral Movement, and more generally this fight centered in the 
South, are some of the most exciting, inspirational, important and potentially transformative 
battles going on in the country.  They look like the kind of fights that can expand the space for 
all of us.   
 
The Moral Monday health care focus is the callous, brutal, murderous refusal of mainly 
southern governors to accept funds to expand Medicaid.  Now, the way we look at in UHCAN, 
this is not a discussion about whether or not Medicaid is a good idea or is run right.  



 
This is about governors standing in the hospital doorway to keep poor people from coming in.  
That’s just another variation on what the governors from most of these same states were doing 
50 years ago – standing in the doorways of the schools and universities to keep black people 
from coming in.  And when the people’s righteous anger gets powerful enough to move that 
governor out of the way, that will create political space for all of us.   
 
I’ve been organizing around health care for over 22 years now.  I came out of the generation of 
activists inspired by the Civil Rights Movement.  I grew up in the Civil Rights movement and I 
saw how that movement opened up space for lots of other movements – the anti-war 
movement, the women’s movement, the disabilities rights movement.  
 
Today we see so many different struggles going on and none of us can know which one will take 
off and breaks through.  But I do know one will, and it will inspire the next generation of 
activists.  
 
We’re paying a lot of attention to this Moral Movement because it has that potential.  
This looks like just the kind of thing we need.  It doesn’t rank one issue as more important than 
any other. And it doesn’t get too deep into the details on any of them. Their invitation is to all 
justice-loving people to get involved on any or all the days of the week and all come together 
on Aug. 28 at rallies at the statehouses, including some civil disobedience. “Vote Your Dreams, 
Not Your Fears.”  Vote Your Dreams, Not Your Fears.  It’s a movement to reclaim the right to 
vote, and then some. 
 
One other thing – it’s great that folks at this meeting are talking about lots of coalitions.  The 
first step, the first rung on that ladder might be about expanding Medicaid or stopping cuts to 
Medicare or preventing another rural hospital from closing.  But it could just as well be police 
brutality or housing or jobs, some other fight that matters to people’s lives. Some other fight 
about what kind of country we are going to be.  
 
One thing that makes this Moral Movement so special is that they have reached out with open 
arms to everyone.  This grassroots group from North Carolina is reaching out to us and 
everyone else who cares about justice and asking us to help and take a piece and grab on.  They 
are saying, help us and help bend that arc of justice.  Help us and do your own thing in your 
state in a way that builds the movement where you are.  Looking back over my coalition history, 
that’s pretty rare, and very awesome. 
 
It’s not over with this Week of Action. We all can’t just go back to our silos. The fight for 
universal health care has a built-in natural affinity for everyone else fighting for a decent 
country to live in – our movement belongs in the kind of coalition and the kind of fight the 
Moral Movement is building.  We’re going to be there and we hope you will be, too.  
 


